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It is a painful task for me to announce the death of Masahiro on
Sunday morning at the Oslo Hospital. With the End User Group

members of the ERICA(1) Project who recently met near Oslo at the
end of June for the "Stavern consensus conference", we all were
brain storming with Masahiro when he suddenly collapsed a few
seconds after pronouncing the last word of his presentation on the
"Asian perspective on the environmental protection”. It is maybe an
important point to notice that his very last presentation was a great
call for opening and broadening to the wide spectrum of cultural
perceptions, heritage and understanding .

In the recent years, I have been working together with Masahiro
especially on radioprotection and environmental protection issues,
and I will personally miss not only a very bright scientist with whom
I have been granted the pleasure to share a lot of common thinking,
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but also a friend sharing the same goals. Masahiro was
internationally reknown, with especial committements as a member
of the ICRP Committee 5 and of the NEA/OECD Expert groups EGIS
and EGCO, but he also efficiently represented his country at
UNSCEAR and within the EMRAS Program led by IAEA, in addition to
his leading research position at the National Institute of Radiological
Sciences in Tokyo.

On behalf of IUR(2), and especially of Per Strand and Deborah
Oughton who have been both assisting to their best Masahiro and
his relatives in Oslo during the recent weeks, I am forwarding
condolences to his colleagues at NIRS, and especially to Kiyoko his
wife and their children, and to his family.

(1) ERICA : Environmental Risk from Ionizing Contaminants
Assessment and Management.
(2) IUR : International Union of Radioecology.
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