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My name is Iva Jadrni¢kova
and I come from Czech
Republic - a country in the
heart of Europe, for many
people in Japan (as I’ ve
found) still better known
under its former name of
Czechoslovakia.

After finishing my studies and
receiving PhD at Faculty of
Nuclear Sciences and
Physical Engineering, I got a
research position at Nuclear
Physics Institute, Academy of
Sciences of Czech Republic.
My home institution has
participated in ICCHIBAN
experiments organized by
NIRS researchers; some
researchers at NIRS also consider similar research topics
as I do. Therefore, it was a big chance for me when [
found the possibility to apply for the JSPS fellowship. The
object of my research at NIRS has been determination of
dosimetric and microdosimetric characteristics in mixed
radiation fields, particularly onboard of space vehicles.

In addition to my research, I also tried to use the
opportunity to travel and visit some places around the
Japan. So far, I visited Kyoto with its many temples and
shrines, Nara, Himeji castle, Hiroshima, and of course
some places in and nearby the Tokyo, including Nikko
and Chichibu National Park. Because I like mountains
and nature, I also spent my few-days holiday in Hokkaido
- in Kushiro and Akan National Park. And I must not
forget to mention one of the most exciting experiences -
climbing the Fuji-san and seeing the sunrise from the top
of the mountain.

From Japanese life I’ ve already experienced Japanese
Onsen and also wearing the kimono. But honestly to say [
couldn’ t imagine wearing it all day.

People here in Japan are very polite and helpful,
however, I have to say that it was not my first impression
(maybe Japanese people are only too shy). In my own
opinion the life here was for me quite comfortable, with
only few little difficulties caused by cultural differences
and the language (kanji symbols). There are some things
that fascinate me (or at least are quite uncommon to me)
— all the vending machines speak all the time, the trains
going exactly on time, the system of waste recycling, and
most of all the well organized queuing at every occasion.
The Japanese cuisine is also one of my favorites.
However, there are some quite strange combinations for
me - as an example | have to mention sweet beans in the
ice-cream.

I think that Japan is an amazing country and I am very
grateful for the JSPS giving me the chance to spend here
one year. In the future I hope to continue and deepen our
common research work and I believe to visit Japan again.
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